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Connect Yorkshire – Inv£storQuest Investment Challenge
Entry Form 

Please complete electronically 

You should give as much information as necessary to enable us to assess your business idea, but should not disclose any information which is to be treated as commercial in confidence. You must not include details on any application or process which may be patentable unless you have secured the patent or this is pending – if you do disclose this it may invalidate any patent application you later make.

	PERSONAL DETAILS
	

	Name:


	     

	Address:
	     

	Postcode:
	     

	Phone:
	     

	Email:
	     


	BUSINESS
	

	Name of business (if started):
	     

	Website (if applicable)
	     

	One line description of your business:
	     

	Investment Requirement:
	     

	Do you have a business plan?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  no

	The Elevator Pitch:

What is special about your business? 
What problem does it solve? How does it benefit users? 
Why would they buy it?

	     


2 TECHNOLOGY
	What is the current status of your development?

     


	How much time and effort has gone into getting to where you are today?
     


	What additional technical work do you need to do before you can go to market?
     


3 MARKET

	What is the addressable market and its size?  Who would buy your product?
     

	Have you done any research into market demand, potential for your product, early user feedback/testimonials, etc.
     

	Who would be your main competitors? How strong are they?
     


4 MANAGEMENT

	What commercial experience do you have?

     

	Who else is part of your team? 

     

	Are there any skills gaps within you and your management team that you would need assistance with?

     


5 FINANCE

	Has the company been formed (if so when) and how much cash has been invested?

     

	Revenues from customers to date?
     

	What finance do you need and how will it be spent?
     


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

You may include other information you think appropriate to support your entry at your discretion.
FURTHER INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS (PLEASE READ!)
We strongly advise you to read the associated document “Applicant Briefing Doc” which gives detailed information on the challenge. A précis of the main details are below, but please email amanda@connectyorkshire.org to request the briefing doc:

1. Application to InvestorQuest (and, if selected as a finalist), presentations to Investment Funds is free of charge

2. The 3 confirmed Funds putting forward investment for any viable proposition are The Aquarius Equity Partners, The Viking Fund and the YFM Group, (with possibly the addition of another fund)
3. The closing date for applications to InvestorQuest is Friday 4th September
4. Applicants selected as finalists to go forward, will be advised by Wednesday 9th September
5. If your application is unsuccessful on this occasion, Connect Yorkshire will give you feedback along with appropriate referrals to other programmes. This may be, amongst others, direction to other investors more suited to your proposition, Connect’s Investor Readiness Programme or connection with Business Link. 

6. If you are one of the finalists in the competition, you will be required to attend a rehearsal day, where you make your presentation and receive valuable feedback and support from Connect mentors, before the Event Day. The mentoring will take place over a morning or afternoon session on Friday 18th September.
7. Our mentors are a voluntary group of business professionals from our sponsors who have worked on hundreds of deals and so are in a perfect position to offer help and advice in honing your pitch. In doing so, it will improve the way investors receive your proposition.
8. The Event Day, where finalists pitch their propositions to representatives of the Funds will be on Wednesday 23rd September
9. Entry Criteria: Any company with a high growth proposition needing equity funding in order to grow or needing help to develop their business model. The Funds will also be looking for strong management team and experience, strong market opportunities and a company ready to accept input and support

10. Connect Yorkshire maintains records of investments made into presenting companies, and other statistical information such as changes in the number of employees.  It is a requirement that participating businesses agree to provide such information.  This is used to measure the effectiveness of the programme and to report to Connect Yorkshire’s sponsors.
11. Connect Yorkshire run Investor Readiness Programmes – a series of five or six free evening workshops, aimed at technology or knowledge-based companies looking for growth or investment. These are being planned to be held in venues in Sheffield during October / November. Attendance at these workshops is strongly recommended for anyone interested in gaining investment.  Once finalised the  timetable of events will be posted on  www.connectyorkshire.org/events
DECLARATION

I wish to apply for InvestorQuest 2009
The information provided on this application form and any supporting materials submitted are believed to be correct and complete.  

If I become a finalist in the competition, I agree:

· to keep Connect Yorkshire informed about the development of the business during the two years following the InvestorQuest Challenge by providing information that Connect Yorkshire may reasonably request.
	Signed


	

	Name








	

	Position in the company


	

	Date


	


Please email this completed form to amanda@connectyorkshire.org and send a hardcopy in the post along with any supporting literature you think appropriate to:
Amanda Robinson, Operations Manager, Connect Yorkshire

Leeds Innovation Centre,103 Clarendon Road, Leeds  LS2 9DF

T: 0113 384 5640


The closing date for entries is Friday 4th September 2009
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