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the fast track for technology business




Connect Yorkshire Investment Forum 
Wednesday 28th November 2007

Connect Yorkshire - Investment Forum

Helping Yorkshire’s technology companies make a winning impression

Application Form for Businesses wishing to Present 

Please complete the below form electronically or alternatively supply an up to date business plan (to exceed no more than 20 pages) 
 BUSINESS DETAILS

	Business name




	

	Business address



	

	City


	

	Postcode


	

	Phone


	

	Fax


	

	Email


	

	Website


	

	Year business started


	

	Sector


	

	Business Status


	  

	Company registration number



	

	Place of incorporation


	

	Number of employees


	

	Please give details of your professional advisors


	

	Main contact person

(Please give name, position, direct phone number and e-mail address)


	

	Management Team 

(Please give name and position of key personnel)


	


2 BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Please complete the following sections to give an overview of your company describing:

	Please give three or more key words that best describe your company:



	Summary of business and current history


	Any proprietary science, technology and IP



	Product/Service features and competitive advantages




	Your target market and current/forecast position in that market



	Strategic alliances and partnerships




3 FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Please complete the following sections to give a financial overview of your company describing:

	How your business has been financed to date – include current investors and amounts



	Names of major shareholders and size of shareholding above 5%




Please provide the following trading history/projection

	
	Actual
	Projected

	(All figures £000’s)
	04/05
	05/06
	06/07**
	07/08
	08/09
	09/10

	Turnover
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gross profit
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Net profit
	
	
	
	
	
	


(** If incomplete year, please estimate)
Please provide the following information:
	Financial year-end date


	

	If you are loss making, when do you expect to be profitable?


	

	Amount of new finance sought


	

	Please explain how you intend to use this finance



	


4 SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

You may include other information you think appropriate to your application at your discretion.  Any brochures or leaflets will be circulated to the Company Assessment Group (CAG) during the meetings (See Timetable on page 7).

5 NOTES FOR APPLICANTS

1. In addition to this completed and signed application, if your company is shortlisted for the Connect Yorkshire Investment Forum, you will be asked to submit:

· a copy of your current business plan

· a copy of your latest accounts

The information which you supply in this form and any additional information provided at a later date will be treated as confidential by Connect Yorkshire. It will be forwarded to members of the CAG who are a mentoring and assessment panel, consisting of our professional service sponsors. If your application is successful, you will be assigned a CAG mentor who will help and advise you in your business plan and honing your pitch. CAG members are aware they have a duty of confidentiality and that by becoming a member of the CAG they are deemed to have accepted this duty, using the information solely for the selection of presenting companies. Confidential information will not be distributed to any person who is not involved in the selection process.
2. Please note that there will be an informal exhibition area in the refreshment and lunch breakout space, giving each presenting company a chance to meet with investors and display their products in more detail.  A clothed table (generally 4ft) and a power point will be provided and Connect can also offer two adjoining 2x1m panel display boards for free, on request.  
3. The fee for presenting at the Investment Forum is £200 + VAT.
4. Selected companies who have not passed the CAG process on this occasion, but who the panel feel are a viable option for future investment will be given the opportunity to have a one-off exhibition stand, as detailed above for £75 + VAT.
5. Connect Yorkshire maintains records of investments made into presenting companies, and other statistical information such as changes in the number of employees.  It is a requirement that participating businesses agree to provide such information.  This is used to measure the effectiveness of the programme and to report to Connect Yorkshire’s sponsors.
6. Prior to every Investment conference, Connect Yorkshire run an Investor Readiness Programme – a series of six free evening workshops, aimed at technology or knowledge-based companies looking for growth or investment. Attendance at these workshops is strongly recommended for anyone applying to present at the Forum.  For the  timetable of events see below or visit  www.connectyorkshire.org/events
6 DECLARATION

If selected, I wish to present and exhibit at the Connect Yorkshire Investment Forum 2007. I also understand attendance at the Investor Readiness Programme is strongly recommended.
I have read and understand the application, timetable and other details regarding the Connect Yorkshire Investor Readiness Programme and Investment Forum.  The information provided on this application form and any supporting materials submitted are believed to be correct and complete.  

If my application is successful, I agree:

· to keep Connect Yorkshire informed about the development of the business during the two years following the Investment Forum by providing information that Connect Yorkshire may reasonably request.

· to attend such grooming and rehearsal sessions as may reasonably be requested by Connect Yorkshire.

· to pay the presenting company fee of £200 + VAT before the date of the Forum. This fee includes attendance at the Forum on the 28th November for two delegates, an exhibition space and the opportunity to attend the Investor Readiness Programme workshops.
	Signed


	

	Name








	

	Position in the company


	

	Date


	


Please email AND post this completed form to the addresses below, complete with

· any supporting literature you think appropriate

· a high resolution copy of your company logo (300dpi .jpg preferable)

Sarah Gregory, Operations Manager, 
Connect Yorkshire, Leeds Innovation Centre,103 Clarendon Road, Leeds  LS2 9DF

E: sarah@connectyorkshire.org
T: 0113 384 5643
7 INVESTOR READINESS PROGRAMME TIMETABLE
Please note: Attendance at the workshops and rehearsals is strongly recommended for all companies intending to present at the Investment Forum on 28 November.  Please make a note of these dates in your diary.

Full details of the workshops can be found on the Connect Yorkshire website at www.connectyorkshire.org. All the events include a buffet, refreshments and the opportunity for networking. To register, email claire@connectyorkshire.org or phone 0113 384 5640
	Date


	

	Wednesday 10 Oct
	Deadline for Investment Forum applications

	Friday 19 Oct
	Investment Forum

CAG Panel Meeting.  A group of Connect Yorkshire sponsors make an initial review of the written applications.

Applicants are then informed whether they have been successful in being selected for an assessment visit by a CAG mentor.



	Friday 19 Oct - Thursday 1 Nov
	Investment Forum
Up to two CAG members arrange to visit successful applicants during a 2 week period



	Wednesday 24 Oct

4.00pm registration for a 4.30pm start

	Investor Readiness Programme. 

Workshop 1: Practical Business Plans and R&D Tax Credits
At Holiday Inn Royal Victoria, Sheffield

	Wednesday 24 Oct

6.00pm registration for a 6.45pm start

	Investor Readiness Programme

Workshop 2: Intellectual Property Rights and Wrongs
At Holiday Inn Royal Victoria, Sheffield

	Friday 2 Nov
	Investment Forum
CAG Panel Meeting.  The group make a final selection of up to 10 companies to present at the Forum
Applicants are informed whether they have been selected to present

	Wednesday 7 Nov 
4.00pm registration for a 4.30pm start

	Investor Readiness Programme

Workshop 3: Accessing Support & Funding 
At Tankersley Manor, Barnsley

	Wednesday 7 Nov 
6.00pm registration for a 6.45pm start

	Investor Readiness Programme

Workshop 4: Effective Negotiating Skills
At Tankersley Manor, Barnsley

	Thursday 8 Nov
	Deadline for receipt of company information which will appear in the Forum Handbook



	Wednesday 14 Nov 
4.00pm registration for a 4.30pm start
	Investor Readiness Programme

Workshop 5: Capturing an Investor and Avoiding the Pitfalls
At DLA Piper, Sheffield


	Wednesday 14 Nov 
6.00pm registration for a 6.45pm start

	Investor Readiness Programme

Workshop 6: Technology Company Valuations and Structuring an Investment Deal
At DLA Piper, Sheffield


	Wednesday 14 Nov
Thursday 15 Nov

OR

Friday 16 Nov
	CAG Feedback Meetings. Successful applicants will have the opportunity to present their proposition at one of the three meetings, receiving feedback from their CAG mentor & Connect Yorkshire



	Tuesday 20 Nov
	Deadline for receipt of presentation material, for companies involved with Rehearsal 1 (PowerPoint Slides)



	Wednesday 21 Nov
	Rehearsal 1 (if required): Some applicants are given a further opportunity to rehearse their 10 minute presentation and receive feedback from their CAG mentor & Connect Yorkshire


	Friday 23 Nov
	Deadline for all companies for receipt of revised presentation material (PowerPoint Slides) for Dress Rehearsal.  

Applicants also to submit their final Business Plans to Connect Yorkshire


	Monday 26 Nov 
	Dress Rehearsal: Successful applicants rehearse their presentation and familiarise themselves with the AV equipment and venue, before receiving final feedback from their CAG mentor. 
At Holiday Inn Royal Victoria, Sheffield, from 1.30pm


	Tuesday 27 Nov
	Deadline for receipt of final presentations, before Forum (all companies). 



	Wednesday 28 Nov
	Connect Yorkshire Investment Forum at Holiday Inn Royal Victoria, Sheffield. Full day event



 (Connect Yorkshire reserves the right to vary or cancel any part of the conference programme where the occasion necessitates, and accepts no liability whatsoever for any such variation or cancellation)
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